Birding the Southern Highlights

with Cayuga Bird Club
AUGUST03 - 13,2022

Southern Ecuador has been
relatively overlooked as a birding
destination, yet is teeming with
avifauna due to the region’s
unique combination of habitats.
The great diversity of vegetation
found here has resulted in a
high concentration of restricted-
range birds, leading Bird Life
International to designate

the Chocd, Tumbesian, and
Marafon regions as Endemic
Bird Areas. Join Cayuga Bird
Club on this 11-day program to
explore several life zones and seck

out rare and endemic species.

HIGH INTENSITY!

This program is for serious
birders. Expect at least 6-8
hours of birding each day.

HIGHLIGHTS

e Explore diverse habitats at varying elevations in public and
private protected areas, including Cajas and Podocarpus
National Parks and Manglares Churute, Buenaventura, Jorupe,
and Tapichalaca Reserves.

e Seek out endemics like the Violet-throated Metaltail, El Oro
Parakeet, El Oro Tapaculo, Jocotoco Antpitta, and others in
the Chocd, Tumbesian, and Maranon centers of endemism.

e |earn about the Jocotoco Foundation and its efforts to protect
the high-elevation, critically endangered Blue-throated
Hillstar, an endemic hummingbird discovered in 2017.

® Bird along the 37-mile Loja-Zamora Road in search of eastern
foothill and subtropical Andean forest species.
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ITINERARY

DAY 1| WED | 03 AUG | GUAYAQUIL

Welcome to Ecuador! Arrive in Guayaquil and transfer to
your hotel for overnight.

HOTEL ORO VERDE

DAY 2 | THU | 04 AUG | BUENAVENTURA

Depart from Guayaquil and drive an hour to visit the
Manglares Churute Ecological Reserve. Within the reserve's
121,000-plus acres of deciduous, moist lowland forest and
mangrove estuaries, we can expect Horned Screamer, Roseate
Spoonbill, Black-crowned Night-Heron, Great Blue Heron,
Cocoi Heron, Snail Kite, Pinnated Bittern, Savanna Hawk,
White-throated Crake, Limpkin, and Masked Water-
Tyrant. Then continue driving for another three hours to

the Buenaventura Reserve in the subtropical area of El Oro
province, located near the towns of Pifias and Zaruma. The
area is renowned for being one of the most ornithologically
rich and easily accessible sites in Ecuador. It protects a narrow
zone of cloud forest habitat on the otherwise seasonally dry
west slope of the Andes in Southern Ecuador. This reserve

is home to El Oro Parakeet and El Oro Tapaculo, both

of which are rare, critically endangered species endemic

to Ecuador. Other important birds are Long-wattled
Umbrellabird, Club-winged Manakin, Song Wren, Rufous-
headed Chachalaca, and others. Anticipate moderate trail
conditions throughout this trip.

BREAKFAST-LUNCH-DINNER
UMBRELLABIRD LODGE

DAY 3| FRI'| 05 AUG | BUENAVENTURA

Rise early this morning for the two-hour drive in 4x4 pickups
to Cerro de Arcos in the high pdramo, where there are

good chances to spot the Blue-throated Hillstar, discovered
in 2017. Learn about the Jocotoco Foundation and its

efforts to protect this high-elevation, critically endangered
hummingbird. Lunch in the field. In the afternoon, continue
birding at Buenaventura. The private, 4,150-acre reserve
spans an elevation of 1,800 to 3,600 feet above sea level.

It contains two important ecosystems, lowland tropical
rainforest and foothill forest. This reserve is considered the
southernmost region of the Chocé center of endemism, and
has an influence of the dry Tumbesian center as well. Birds
commonly seen in this area are Black-cheeked Woodpecker,
Bran-colored Flycatcher, Ochraceous Attila, Cinnamon
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Becard, Rufous-browed Peppershrike, Ecuadorian Thrush,
Fasciated Wren, Buff-throated Saltator, Scrub Blackbird,
White-whiskered Puffbird, Speckle-breasted Wren, Pacific
Royal-Flycatcher, Yellow-tufted Dacnis, Guira Tanager,
Orange-crowned Euphonia, Gray Hawk, Ochraceous Attila,
Black-striped Sparrow, and Brownish Twistwing.

BREAKFAST-LUNCH-DINNER
UMBRELLABIRD LODGE

DAY 4 | SAT | 06 AUG | JORUPE RESERVE

Start the day with early morning birding in Buenaventura,
then check out and drive south for approximately five hours
toward the Jorupe Reserve near Macar4 on the Peruvian
border. Birding stops along the way may yield specialties such
as Watkins's Antpitta, Black-cowled Saltator, White-tailed
Jay, White-edged Oriole, and others. Arrive at Jorupe Reserve
late in the afternoon.

BREAKFAST-LUNCH-DINNER
URRACA LODGE

BOOTED RACKET-TAIL BY REINIER MUNGUIA

DAY 5 | SUN | 07 AUG | JORUPE RESERVE

A 2,600-acre private reserve, Jorupe is one of the last
surviving dry forests in southwest Ecuador, all within the
Tumbesian center of endemism. Among the specialties

here are Henna-hooded Foliage-gleaner, Rufous-necked
Foliage-gleaner, and the Peruvian Screech-Owl. Other
specialties seen in the area are Red-masked Parakeet, Pacific
Parrotlet, Tumbes Swift, Gray-chinned Hermit, Long-billed
Starthroat, Ecuadorian Trogon, Ecuadorian Piculet, Scarlet-
backed Woodpecker, Guayaquil Woodpecker, Blackish-
headed Spinetail, Red-billed Scythebill, Collared Antshrike,
Tumbesian Tyrannulet, Pacific Elaenia, Tumbes Pewee,
Gray-breasted Flycatcher, Sooty-crowned Flycatcher, Slaty
Becard, White-tailed Jay, Gray-and-gold Warbler, Black-
capped Sparrow, White-edged Oriole, Yellow-tailed Oriole,
and Saffron Siskin.

BREAKFAST-LUNCH-DINNER
URRACA LODGE

DAY 6 | MON | 08 AUG | TAPICHALACA

Depart from Jorupe for the five-hour drive to Tapichalaca
Reserve. Located between 5,900 and 10,170 feet above sea
level, Tapichalaca encompasses humid temperate forest,

also with a high level of endemism in its flora and fauna.

It was here that the recently discovered Jocotoco Antpitta
was found. We may also find Andean Pygmy-Owl, Bearded
Guan, Golden-plumed Parakeet, White-capped Tanager, and
White-faced Nunbird.

BREAKFAST-LUNCH-DINNER
CASA SIMPSON

RUFOUS-HEADED CHACHALACA BY FRANCESCO VERONESI, CC BY-SA 2.0

DAY 7 | TUE | 09 AUG | TAPICHALACA

Today enjoy birding at Tapichalaca Reserve. In the afternoon,
drive toward Valladolid, where we enter the northern part of
the Marafion center of endemism, with specialties such as the

Blackish Rail, Maranon Thrush, and Silver-backed Tanager.
Return to Tapichalaca.

BREAKFAST-LUNCH-DINNER
CASA SIMPSON

DAY 8 | WED | 10 AUG | COPALINGA
RESERVE

Early departure from Tapichalaca, then continue to the
Loja-Zamora Road (3.5-hours approximately, including
stops for birding). The Loja-Zamora Road is 37 miles long,
and embraces elevations between 3,280 to 9,200 feet above
sea level, encompassing the eastern foothill and subtropical
forests of the Andes. Common birds seen in this area are
Tyrian Metaltail, Rainbow-bearded Thornbill, Mouse-colored
Thistletail, Rufous Antpitta, Chestnut-crowned Antpitta,
Blackish Tapaculo, Glossy Flowerpiercer, and Pale-naped
Brushfinch. Arrive at Copalinga Lodge and Reserve, near Rio
Bombuscaro.

BREAKFAST-LUNCH-DINNER
COPALINGA LODGE



PRICING DETAILS

$2,895 per person
Price includes:

e Accommodations and meals as mentioned
in itinerary

¢ Sightseeing and activities as described,
including entrance fees

e Private vehicle transportation and driver

¢ Full-time guide for duration of the program
WATEIéFALL IN PODOCARPUS NATIONAL PARK °

Non-alcoholic beverages with meals
e Donation to Cayuga Bird Club

DAY 9 | THU | 11 AUG | CUENCA

Birding in the morning. Rio Bombuscaro is in the lower
elevations of Podocarpus National Park, and supports lower tips/gratuities, drinks purchased on own, items of a
montane cloud forest rich in mixed species flocks. The area personal nature. Other departure cities available.
bird list stands at almost 300 species, including several

threatened species such as the White-breasted Parakeet and

Coppery-chested Jacamar. Other more common species THE FINE PRINT

Price does not include: international airfare, estimated
at $989 from Ithaca, travel/trip cancellation insurance,

include the Gray Tinamou, Little Tinamou, White-throated
Quail-Dove, Wire-crested Thorntail, Lemon-browed
Flycatcher, Lanceolated Monklet, White-fronted Tyrannulet,
Strong-billed Woodcreeper, Western Striped Manakin, and
Chestnut-tipped Toucanet. This afternoon, travel about five
hours along the picturesque route to Cuenca, with birding en
route.

BREAKFAST-LUNCH-DINNER of Holbrook Travel’s Covid-19 protocols in place at time of travel.
SANTA LUCIA HOTEL Holbrook Travel strongly recommends the purchase of travel

insurance for medical emergencies while traveling and to protect

Cost is based on a minimum of 9 participants in double
occupancy. A $200 per person deposit and enrollment form are
required to hold your space on this trip. This deposit is refundable
95 days prior to departure excluding a $100 cancellation fee.
Cancellations after this date will result in loss of full deposit.

Please note: Your participation as a traveler indicates acceptance

your investment. Please note the purchase of Cancel for Any
DAY 10 | FRI | 12 AUG | GUAYAQUIL Reason Coverage or to exclude pre-existing conditions with Trip
Cancellation coverage may require policy purchase within 10-14

Today is our last birding day, and we will spend this morning days of your initial deposit, depending upon the provider

birding at the Cajas National Park focusing on high-altitude
species. Targets include the endemic Violet-throated Single room supplement: $320
Metaltail, as well as the Ecuadorian Hillstar, Tit-like Dacnis,
Giant Conebill, Plumbeous Sierra Finch, Blue-mantled
Thornbill, Brown-backed Chat-Tyrant, Carunculated
Caracara, and the legendary Andean Condor. After lunch in
the area, continue for a four-hour drive to Guayaquil. Some ECUADOR

flights may leave this evening; those participants will depart

for the airport after a farewell dinner. m

BREAKFAST-LUNCH-DINNER
STLUNC CUENCA

Final payment due date: April 30, 2022

HOTEL ORO VERDE BUENAVENTURA

DAY 11| SAT| 13 AUG | DEPART NOEREE (OpALRe
Head to the airport for flights home. IE%I-\IIAELACA
BREAKFAST

FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR TO ENROLL:
DEBBIE JORDAN | debbie@holbrooktravel.com | 866-748-6146 | holbrook.travel/cayuga-ec22



